
THE ACTIONS 

DREAM (SAN) 

Opera in one act. Text and music by Jasmina Mitrušić 

 

A bus stop in the dreary nowhere, somewhere in southern Serbia. Three women, mother, 

daughter and the staff of a refugee center. The mother is sick and afraid of dying in a 

foreign country. She longs for her family, which she fears never to see again. Three male 

refugees from Afghanistan, two of them teenagers. Waiting as well they sit down 

exhausted on the bench next to the sleeping women. They have nothing to fear from them. 

Experiences of violence and escape made them tired. Sleep overwhelms them. A shared 

dream strikes all six. In the dream it becomes possible what reality denies: the hopeless 

meet each other and recognize familiar faces in one another. The overcome fear 

unleashes the healing of their tortured souls. The regained respect towards life allows 

hope to rise. The sound of an engine wakes them up. The dream fades but is still present. 

A miracle has occurred. Hope and strength flood the souls of those who were still 

desperate yesterday. Their shared dream allows the guards to become a human family 

together. Each one goes his own way upright and full of confidence. 

 

THE FLIGHT TO EGYPT 

Opera in one act by Valentin Ruckebier, text by Hermann Schneider 

 

A couple of refugees has reached a hospital. Their toddler was taken to an adjoining room. 

A doctor, his assistant and a nurse question the asylum seekers about the circumstances 

of their escape. Communication turns out to be extremely difficult. The experiences 

reported by the couple reach the limits of what is tangible and explainable. 

The father explains that the ruler of their homeland ordered all newborn children to be 

killed up to the age of two. That night a stranger stood next to her bed and asked them to 

flee to Egypt immediately. Three other children join them on their escape. A miracle 

happens. Attacking dragons can be stopped by the couple's small child and pay homage 

to him. Lions and panthers also become peaceful companions of the refugees through the 

desert. 

The woman is hungry and exhausted. She dreams of a miracle. The man tells of the 

unbearable heat on the run, which would have robbed them of any feeling of time. When 

they arrived at a so-called "Capitol", all pictures and statues would have been destroyed. A 

man tried again to get her child, but the family could have saved themselves to the 

hospital. 

An immense shock strikes everyone. 

 

E TU, CHE SAI TU DEL FUTURO? 

Opera in 14 scenes by Luigi Cinque, text by Sandro Cappelletto 

 



Friedrich Schiller's Ode to Joy is the starting point for Sandro Capulletto's reflection on the 

question of the prerequisites for unlimited human solidarity beyond all historical lines of 

conflict. Nevertheless, future projects in terms of humanity do not take place in a 

historically underscribed space. In his oratorio like opera he looks for points of contact, 

ideas and hints on how things could go on and which historical mistakes and influences we 

have to overcome in order to anchor the principles of “brotherhood” in our world. 

Cappelletto builds on his own experiences, encounters and memories in connection with 

trips to African countries. He confronts us with the ravages of the colonial past, with 

European racism and fascism, but also with the utopias of African thinkers such as the 

Nobel Peace Prize laureate Nelson Mandela or Thomas Sankara, the courageous 

President of Burkina Faso, who envisaged the future of Africa by creating an independent, 

self-confident and independent identity of the continent itself. Beyond ethnic, cultural and 

national issues, he encounters an important instrument, the application of which is an 

essential prerequisite for the realization of a world society with equal rights: the full 

realization of equality between men and women. 

 


